. SPEECH DELIVERED BY 
DR. MONTES GARCIA 

BEFORE THE LOUISIANA PRESS ASSOCIATION 
■APRIL 25, 1964 


Members of the Louisiana press Association g 

4 . consider this opportunity to speak before your Coavea~ 
fcron a great lienor . Ironically, after living five years in 
Florida, it is this Association that has gives at© the chance 
to speak about the tragedy of my country. 

Honors ar© always appreciated, but aioro so An the circua- 
stances in which i find myself z a political exile and a man 
without a country, "■'• ■ ' ’ * 

I have been a friend of t3\a United States all ay 
One reason is that I was bom in this country. During the 

V . • i . ■ . • 

second war ■ for Independence, my family had to leave Cuba and 
; I. was bom in the city of New York in 1897. But the main ' 


.A 


reason why X am a friend of the united States is that I 
learned it from my father, who was always grateful for the * • 
help and support that you gave Cuba to' gain its independence 
from Spain* ;,f 

No^w, my friends, I am asking you, the members of the press 
that mould puolic opinion, to help us again recover our inde™ 
pendence. The situation how, is much worse than it was in 1898, 
Then we were fighting Spain which, after all, , is the country 
of our ancestors and our culture is Spanish.. The excesses and 
the crimes of the cruel Captain General VJeyler were- nothing 
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surtaxing icoday. toousands of people 
have beea shof;, practically without: trial, 50,000 political 
prisoners suffer from hunger and all sorts of indignities, in 
Cuban Jails, -and- a foreign country, alien to all that is Cuban, 
rules my country through its Communist satrap, Fidel Castro, to 
whom Russia has given all the weapons necessary to keep the 
Cuban people in slavery, and a state police organisation that V 
Cubans cannot, by themselves, 1 destroy.' • 

You will forgive me, x am sure, for saying these words. : 

1 nofe spsa * bQfoj:e the P=ess of the State of Louisiana, ' 


S ° CloS ^X OU2: struggles , for independence, without ashing fo- 
your help to\es sy country from the yoke of Communism. But \ 
although that is'^hat is really in my heart, x have not come 
to tell you What Castro and Communism have done, to Cuba and 
the Cubans, x am aware that X am addressing a segment of the . 
■ American . press, .and- that X should talk about what you are 
naturally interested in E the damages to the United States in- 
flicted by Castro and Communism. 

Whatever Castro has done, has ‘been done by a Communistic 
government, and is therefore the result of having a Communistic 
regime in Cuba. • So, it seems to me, and X hopt to you too, that 
a-fev; words about the nature of Communism' and¥ts aims are in- 


order 



Many years ago Lenin saids 


"We will first take Eastern 
Europe? afterwards the masses of Asia* Sfhea we will surround 
the United States, which will remain the last bastion of 
Capitalism* We will not have ..to attack? the United States 
will fall into our hands like an overripe fruit* 13 44 years 

have elapsed since Lenin said this. During these years Soviet 
Russia took Eastern Europe, thanks to the Yalta and Potsdam 
agreements? Asia turned to Communism due to the Chinese revo- 
lution, aided and abetted by the United States and by the Korea 
and Geneva armistices. Now the Communists are trying to surround 
the United States, in its own continent. The tactic to be fol- 
lowed' to achieve this objective was formulated by Major Sergei 
Yuvarov in an article in Red Start that was reprinted by the 
Cuban magazine Bohemia in March 17, 1957 issue. 

In. said article. Major Yuvarov mentioned three strategic 
zones s The ' Solombia-Panama zone which commands the Panama Canal? 


the zone of the central American isthmus from which ' the canal 
can be easily attacked, and the third, that he called the Antii- 
lion belt. He pointed out the possibility of using Chiba as 
base of operations, mind you, in the year 1957. Precisely the 
year in which Castro started his revolution in Cuba . 

Could it bo possible to fight the. Communistic strategy of 
world dominion with the tactic of pacific co-existence? The 
jois-<t Cuban-Soviet declaration of May 23, 1963, sayss (Quote) 



*. cnov»pliCi g o £ pacific coexistence contributes .to the increase 


» ^ S-T- — .... ry^, 

"** ~ ‘ i-— — — w tii'its; 


Cttuauunist parties and to widen the fight- 
i rro1 ^ -Oi Socialism." And it goes on to says (Quote) "The 

Pra “ iCS ° f ««***«« *« »* mean at aU the end „ 

th0 *•**?*»* .<* «W Political or ideological ct -,w» : i , 

■ 2mpsriaiism> - 

1931 Di ” itei the leader of the Consist inter. 

naa.o..ol, e al d s (Quote) me war between coommtin ana capttaiiea 

iS *?&***•• today we are tot strong enough to 

' *****' ■■■ °“ r P ° Ucy iS t0 kourgeois America to sleep. launch. 
Aug the isos a spectacular peace movement ever seen.** 

In the book. Basis of Marvin*- 51,^ 

. .. . . written by Kens ten- 

fcinov , published bv the Anariftrisj 

a u-ie Academy of Science of Russia, which is a 

tGXfcbooli i» ail Communist universities, in-lud J na or 

' j-u-Aucung, of course, the 

University of Havana, he says? "The C ont- 3 r’( . 

y xx^e contradictions between Social- 
ism and Capitalism are antoaonic confcr-vUn--: 

d iiG conuradic *.ions , impossible to 

reconcile and hould only end with the elimination of one of then.. 
Thrs. my friends, is the enemy you are facing only so miles from 
the shores of Florida. in the island of cuha. E hat cuts all the 
maritime communications between the United states and the south, 

ane particularly tnose of the Gulf of Mexico and the state of 

Louisiana. 

The first damage inflicted by Castro »nlm 0 

y oascro ^ regime on the United 

States is economic, it is, of co^-se 

- cowso, the leasu important because 



^ U V ' — ■ <•- h, i. u (tfV w« V<a 




We begin with properties of United States citizens la Cuba 
valued at Eight Hundred Million Dollars confiscated by Castro, 
Then losses of property of the United States Government valued • 
at Twenty-Five Million Dollars,, ' ■ 

This requires an explanation, _The. Niclcaro' -plant i located 
in. Oriente Province, was the property of- the United States 

*''s, ! , ■ • .■ 

Govemrabj?-t^ancl was confiscated by Castro 6 s regime,' And let mo 


. add that Cuh\holds the biggest nickel reserves in the world 
which are now lost to the United States Government and are. be- 
ing used by Soviet .Russia, I do not have to tell you the strat- 
egic value of nickel today, • , 

The third items is the loss in Cuban trade. Although you 
rosy have heard that Cuba was an -underdeveloped country, the 
balance favored the United States at the rate of $125-Millicn ' 
a year for the ten years prior to 1959. 

The next item is increase of the price of sugar paid by 
the citizens of the United States. The price of that commodity 
has ’gone way up due to the failure of the s crop in Cuba? 
it comes to around 0600 ~H i. 1 1 ion in two years. 

Add now the cost of the military mobilization of October 


1362. 1 cannot quote any figure, but it. must have run into the 

hundreds of millions of dollars. 
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add id'iQ cos't o-f *• . • • 

Oj. whe B<uV or Pias invasion, rpi-, Q 

generally mentioned by thc.s^ , 

2 ‘•'Cow in uue know is $40 -Million. 

&clci to til j s \ r« «*» _ » - 

^ OE hel P Siven to Cuban refugees in the 
Un„cco, S«ues 8 075-MiUion a year? and the ransom paid for the 

or the Bay of Pigs* $53 -Million? and, finally, $200- 
Million of merchandise sold' to Cuba during the .first year of 
Castro s regime that has not been paid for. 

- Y ° U haVS PJ '° bablY hesrd tuba's cost to Russia is one 

^ I SoX.l. «*-i y *■•••,- _ 

a 4*. toow who say so &, TOt toto^ that 

E " SSia '*”**.'>***. •*»* l~t year at 4.6 and 6 cents a' pound 
' “ « «• P^-as oven go . pound tor «« a „ a is st£u ^ 
. 7$ a pound. . 

But . even ; so, figure the losses , 

e ‘ J ^f*ered oy the United states 

aa&W a year... atooat three tia.es 

as — as c* is supposed to cost to nuasia. ' /V , ' 

*“ ** y ° U " iDh ' yOU may •* the SXO-Biliion tor the am- ' 
toe progress program. you nay re m«iber that it „ a s Castro 
»ho. in Buenos hires in »». ashed tor ten batons from the 
United states to heip tatto America. ta , e all laughed at ' ' 
Castro-s boutade. until President Kennedy came out with precisely 
ten billions tor the Mianra program, by the way. so much money 
down Strain as long as Castro's regime ' remains in Cuba. ' 

But Wha-^.,e have been- considering so far is only money,' and 
X must remind yW what lagto said to 0thelXo s • mine. 
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•fcwas his, and has been a slave to thousands. “ 

Buc some tiling snore important has been lost to the United 

Susies due *co the presence of Castro's regime in Cuba g' prestige. 

• / 

She attacks oh the prestige of ‘the United States by Fidel 
Castro began during his revolution in the Sierra Maestra. We 
must remember his constant tirades against Yankee imperialism 
and the kidnapping of American citizens, and wosse, the kidnap- 
ping or U«S« sailors from' the Guantanamo Base. Never before 
had anybody in America dared do such a thing. 

When he reached Havana, after victory, Castro’s first act 
was to expell the U.S. Military Mission which he called useless 
and incapable. ’ '• •' 

Then came the so-called agrarian reform that practically 

confiscated all. the sugar mills including, of course, those 

owned by American citizens. Later, ail American assets in Cuba 

were confiscated, including, as we have already seen, properties 
1 

of the United states Government. This was followed by a cataract 
of insults to the United states and its Government. He called 
United States Senators "Srunkards, " President Eisenhower, "an 
fdiot., M the United States, "the featherless and lousy eagle, “ 
and insolently dared face this country in his statement' of August 
24, I960, in which he said; (Quote) “we are in the trenches 
against imperialism, rapacious and exploiter; against the bloody 
and voracious imperialism that has lost a few claws in Cuba." 
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The most Violent speech ever delivered against the United 
States in the United Nations was Castro's speech of September 
. 19 GO . . 

His aim was# of course, to destroy the prestige of this 

country in Latin America where he knew that nobody can understand 

how a powerful nation may keep quiet under such provocation# and 

where courage is admired* . • 

pis purpose was clearly reflected in the newspaper* “Revolu™ 

■ 

cion#" the official organ of Castro's regime, in an editorial' of 
January 2# I960* 

Now# for more than a century, the United States, has been at 

work to keep European countries out of the American continent* 

. \ 

It started with the Monroe Doctrine and was followed by the pan- 

American conferences of Chapultapec, Mexico# in 1945,- Rio de 
Janeiro in 1947; Bogota in 1948 where the charter of the OAS was 

approved. Tne Communists staged., the bloody "Bogotazo" with the 

• • x.v 

onject of making the conference fail, but to no avail. Xiicident— 
ally# Castro was one of the Communist agitators there. 

Finally# in '1954# facing the threat of Communism in Guate- 
mala# the OAS approved the Declaration of Caracas, it states; 
(Quote) "-The dominion or control of the political institutions 
of any American state by the international Communist movement 
represents a menace to the sovereignty and independence of the 
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American states that places in jeopardy the peace of America *" 
21-njs was Communism outlawed in America, and the sanctions had 
already been provided in Rio and Bogota. And do not forget 
that armed intervention was one of them* 

Tl-sen Russia landed troops in Cuba, and nothing happened, 
and the Monroe Doctrine was dead. When Castro landed troops in 
Panama, Nicaragua, Haiti, and Santo Domingo, and nothing hap~ 
pened, the Declaration of Caracas and the treaties of Rio and 
Bogota were also dead, and so was the Pan American system, to 
all practical purposes* 

As a result, the leadership of the United States in the 
American .continent slipped from its hands* Communism advanced 
— chroc. *»en^=d eo ta,ee over in Cuncemam, Peru, Brasil,, and 
Santo Domingo. Ironically, it was only due to military coups. 


so bitterly opposed by 'the State Department, that those countries 
were saved and Communism stopped* 

When the rest of the world saw what was happening in America, 
at the very doorstep of 'the United States; when they saw that’ 
this country launched ’the Bay of Pigs invasion only to abandon 
the gallant fighters at the last minute, then two tilings happened 
simultaneously; friends of the United States - and France was an 
example - asked themselves; "if the United States does not get. 
rid of Castro, SO miles from its shores, for fear of war, • will 
it come to our rescue if we are attacked?" 

on the ether hand. United States enemies and the so-called 
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neutralist; nations, decided tnat the Uaiseu states was an easy 
target for blackmail. Then there followed Laos, the Berlin Wall, 
confiscation of American properties in Argentina and Brasil, kid- 
1 napping of American citizens in Boliva, looting of the -.American 
^ Embassy in Cambodia, rioting against the United states in" Panama, 
Sansibar, Cyprus, and practically everywhere , 

The lesson is crystal-clear. s A great and. powerful nation, 
a very rich nation, is never loved no matter what it does or 
what it gives away. Leaders must he respected. Turning the 
other cheek makes matters only worse. 

X think you will agree with me that never has the prestige 
of the United States beers so low. This process was started with 
Castro's revolution in Cuba, and this situation will not improve 
as long as he is in pother. 

Tliis is - the way Castro explained the situation in his own 
peculiar way of expression: "The imperialists have shaken their 

fingers; their hands', their feet, their heads, their bodies, and 
notwithstanding all their efforts, a revolutionary government 
•does not fall down. It was not like old times when Uncle Sam 
shook a finger and a government would fall down . " 

And that was, my friends, exactly what everybody believed 
in Cuba before Castro, so great was then the prestige of the 
United States. 
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Tag third damage inflicted by Castro's regime on the United 
states was the danger of nuclear war in October 1962; at least, 
tha United States Government thought there was such a danger and 
mobilised’ accordingly! ■ ; 

When Khruschev, emboldened by the weakness of the United 
States Government brought the missiles to Cuba, the Kennedy ad- 
ministration. with a gun pointed at the heart of America, finally 
reacted. .St could have used the opportunity to remove the Russian 
troops from Cuba, but at least the missiles and the big bombers 
were removed, or so we are told, because the on-sight inspection 
was never allowed by Castro. 

So, when you hear, as I have often heard, that Castro is a 
problem for the Cubans and that we must solve it, remember that 
the United States Government has said emphatically that there was 
an imminent danger of nuclear war in October 1962, and that was 
only possible because the Castro regime ruled Cuba . with a ' 
friendly government in Cuba, such as our government was, ' that 
would have been impossible. 

wa coae fco ' c ' ae ~ ast <3amage inflicted on the United States 
by the CaV-o regime, and the most dramatic s the assassination of 


the PresidentSaf the United 


States. 


1 Wanfc to ^Ehssize that I do not mean to say that Castro 
actually ordered Oswald to murder President Kennedy. What x do 
say is that a man who was a devoted Fidelista and imbued with 
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his ideas was impelled to do it .. 

4-7-* <->> V a. t — * _ jt •>, _ , _. . _ '•■. ,; 

~ *■' 1 — — ^ v-i.^ uno murder of 

President Kennedy is not->surd or impossible. .For one thing, 
Castro is 2 murderer. He started in life at the University of 
Havana EnuderAng Fernandes Caral, a university policeman. .He 
Sh0t hsonel Gomez { a student, who escaped with his life xairacu- 
lously, and he was one of the conspirators in the murder of a 
student leader, Manolo Castro. 

Shen, Castro was the one that could have profited by the 
crime. Certainly not Soviet. Russia. Relations between this 
country and Russia never have been better since the Second World 

War ° BUt CastEO was al£riaed ah the rapprochement of the too 
countries and fearful that Russia might sacrifice him to better- 
said relations. ' 

°n September 28, the Reuters Agency, reporting on Castro's 
speech of that day, said* (Quote) “Dr. Castro is believed to 
suspect that the Soviet Union may be prepared to settle Cuba's 
rate directly with the United States.” : 

On September 12, Pravda published an article warning Castro* 
(Q “ e ) AAe ©« cablASiimen t of normal relations between the United 
States and Cuba would be in the interest of both states, and 
would promote peace and inter-national security.” 

Castro answered in his speech of September 28th.- Z quotes 
"While tensions are relaxing in other parts of the world, while 

- 17 - 
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r*r>.c5 S v» rvpv^c*. r»-P 4->v«* wrtv'j /! nl « 

ists try to tighten the Cuban blockade." 

And then .he stresses the contrast between the policy of 
relaxation of Russia and his owns" (Quote) <! cuha has its own 
line which corresponds to the concrete conditions in which the 
Cuban revolution coses forth, and to the specific conditions 
of the spot in the world where it comes forth, the vicinity to 
Yankee imperialism and the brotherhood with a continent exploited 
by imperialism." ' . ' ■ 

^This is a declaration of independence with respect to the 

RusMan policy of peaceful coexistence. ' ■ 

Nv ' ' ' 

Anaxfrnaily, he adds: (Quote) ‘"This is the time of the 
peoples... wfc^a the peoples all over the continent shake the .. 
yoke of the empires and dig the graves of the exploiters. . . we 
are veterans in this struggle and know how to handle them.' 3 

On September 7 th, at the Embassy of Brazil in Havana, he 
said: (Quote) '“The leaders of the United States should think 
that if they are aiding in terrorist plans' to eliminate the 
Cuban leaders, they themselves cannot be safe.' 1 

In September/ Oswald traveled -to Mexico' for the ostensible 
purpose of getting a transit visa from Cuba. He stayed a week 
in that city and had a very long conference with the Cuban am- 
bassador. 

• - 18 - 
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And, Or conrso . _ „ 

• -' >■»■».«— of Prosi^ 

dent Kennedy could have been to 

* — ii <*»-.« «. Qp~£ ‘ csio 2 ? approch sn t’ 

between Washington and Moscow. , 

*“ SSain 1 rapaa4t **> «* «*t Castro induced 

40 ""** ******* Kennedy. What i do ■ say is that the . 
*“ U " brand of Castro's Consist ideology response 

°* the **•»“•»* 02 the Baited states. 

°“ raM r 8 °° Masse£i Communist. Even ia handcuffs, he 
raises has fists in the colonist way. (show the picture). 

He was a devoted sympathiser of Castro. m Aprix of 1963 
he distributed Castro propaganda in New Orleans. In July he 
rented an office for thi.' distribution of that propaganda, ho 
tried to infiltrate the Cuban Revolutionary Directorate, an' 

■ anti-castro organisation, by offering his services in New 
Orleans as a military instructor, she Oto of hugest he was 
distributing Castro propaganda in that city, a scuffle arose and 
he was fined 010.00. In the sane city, toe 17to. on toe occasion 
of a radio interview with K. otuchy, he made statements in favor 
of toe Castro regime; on toe 21st, he too* part in a 4-c a an 
panel at msv as a sympathiser of Castro; 

S ° th9re iS !i ° dCn&t 0,34 °=- rald W a devoted Fidelista 
and that he was serving Castro, in every way he could. 

Whau was Oswald hearinc fre^n l - 

" "“ oia Castro before Kovember, 1963? 
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(Quo re) "She behavior of president Kennedy was that of a pirate. 
In fact, never bad a president of the United States degraded so 
ranch the dignity of the office.” (January 3, 1963) . 

the nuers of the United states have shown their souls of 
gangsters and pirates. 0 ' '^{January 15, 1963). 

On July 26, 1963, he says, “The imperialists are hypocrites 
ana President Kennedy is a ruffian .« 

On June 4, 1963, he says, “what is needed is the cessation 

of the policy of subversion, of sabotage, of violation of' the 
air space. 

rn October, 1963, he calls the policy of the United States 
towards Cuba “cynical and hypocritical. « 

On January -7, 1962, .the Cuban magazine Bohemia printed 
this photograph. (Shew photograph). For those who cannot read 
it „rom unere they are sitting, the legend on the casket reads 3 
“Here lies President Kennedy. The Cuban revolution killed him."- 
Oswald, as a fervid Castroite, must have known of Castro's’ 
speech of September 23 in which his fear of being sacrificed to 
a Eussian-hmerican rapprochement was clearly expressed.. Oswald 
must have reached the conclusion that the President of the United 
States was the worst enemy of the Cuban revolution and the main 

danger to its survival and triumph. The next step was to murder 
the President. 
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You, may think that all -this is only icy personal opinion. 

BUt thSre iS 3 fact we away from* President Kennedy 

W9S rflUraSred by 5 devoted Fidelista, who. was even willing to 
spy for him. If Castro had not bean helped by the United States 
Government to win power, or if his regime had been suppressed at 

.the Bay of Pigs, or before, the President of the United States 
would b© alive today. 

I hope you will agree with me that the presence of Castro 
and his Communistic regime in Cuba is a very serious threat for 
the united states, i hope you will agree with me that, for the 
preservation or this country, the cancer must be extirpated, 
in the past, the United states has faced grave dangers and has 

• al "’ ayS £ °™ a '' isto > ana «ie courage to deal with them. 

Coiriaunisra s my ffrionds* rT7 -^ Tr ^ 0 .-. -» 

4 & cne <^2TciVGs l, c.cincj0zc you ever 

faced, but In .its glorious past the .United States of Series' 
will find, with the help of God, the strength to save itself 

and Christian civilization. 
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